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and the fiery speech of the opposition leader, Smrecsanyi.87
Fortunately for Berchtold, the Hungarian Diet was the
only legislative body before which explanations had to be
given. Neither the Delegations nor the Austrian Reichsrat
were in session at the moment.
In order further to avoid possible embarrassing ques-
tions, Berchtold also gave up his usual weekly recep-
tions, and ceased to discuss the Sarajevo outrage with the
representatives of foreign countries; or, if discussions did
arise at the Ballplatz, they were such as to dispel all appre-
hensions and suspicions that Austria was preparing a serious
step against Serbia. The Foreign Office officials acknowl-
edged that some step would be undertaken at Belgrade as
soon as the results of the investigation in Bosnia should
have established the connection between Belgrade and the
Sarajevo outrage. But, at the same time, it was said that
this step would not be such as to give rise to any uneasiness.
Dumaine, the French Ambassador in Vienna, reported that
the expected "requirements of the Austro-Hungarian Gov-
ernment with regard to the punishment of the outrage, and
to guarantees of control and police supervision, seem to be
acceptable to the dignity of the Serbians; M. Jovanovitch
believes they will be accepted. Pashitch wishes for a peace-
ful solution, but says he is ready for a full resistance."88
Shebeko, Russian Ambassador at Vienna, spoke several
times on the situation with Forgach, in the absence of
Berchtold, but was unable to discover the true nature of
Austria's intentions. He was told by Szapary, the Austro-
Hungarian Ambassador at St. Petersburg, who, for family
reasons happened at the time to be in Vienna, that the step
to be taken at Belgrade would be of a conciliatory character
and not such as to cause Russia any dissatisfaction. In con*
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88 Dumaine to Viviani, July 22, F.YJB., 18. A couple of days earlier,
however, Dumaine had been less optimistic (see F.Y.B., 13 and 14, quoted
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